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rituals of Hajj and Eid al-Adha both serve as re-
minders of the shared Abrahamic roots of three
of the world’s major religions.

During Hajj, the world’s largest and most di-
verse gathering, 3 million Muslims from all
walks of life, including thousands of American
Muslims, will stand in prayer on Mount Arafat.
The following day, Muslims around the world
will celebrate Eid al-Adha and distribute food
to the less fortunate to commemorate Abra-
ham’s willingness to sacrifice his son out of obe-
dience to God. 

This year, I am pleased that the Department
of Health and Human Services has partnered

with the Saudi Health Ministry to prevent and
limit the spread of H1N1 during Hajj. Cooper-
ating on combating H1N1 is one of the ways we
are implementing my administration’s commit-
ment to partnership in areas of mutual interest.

On behalf of the American people, we would
like to extend our greetings during this Hajj sea-
son. Eid Mubarak.

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also
released Arabic, Persian, Dari, Urdu, Pashto,
Russian, and French language versions of this
statement. 

The President’s Weekly Address
November 26, 2009

For centuries, in peace and in war, in pros-
perity and in adversity, Americans have paused
at this time of year to gather with loved ones
and give thanks for life’s blessings. This week
we carry on this distinctly American tradition.
All across our country, folks are coming togeth-
er to spend time with family, to catch up with
old friends, to cook and enjoy a big dinner, and
maybe to watch a little football in between.

As always, we give thanks for the kindness of
loved ones, for the joys of the previous year, and
for the pride we feel in our communities and
country. We keep in our thoughts and prayers
the many families marking this Thanksgiving
with an empty seat saved for a son or daughter,
a husband or wife stationed in harm’s way. And
we say a special thanks for the sacrifices those
men and women in uniform are making for our
safety and freedom and for all those Americans
who enrich the lives of our communities
through acts of kindness and generosity and ser-
vice.

But as much as we all have to be thankful for,
we also know that this year millions of Ameri-
cans are facing very difficult economic times.
Many have lost jobs in this recession, the worst
in generations. Many more are struggling to af-
ford health care premiums and house pay-
ments, let alone to save for an education or re-
tirement. Too many are wondering if the dream
of a middle class life—that American
Dream—is slipping away. It’s the worry I hear

from folks across the country, good, hard-work-
ing people doing the best they can for their
families but fearing that their best just isn’t
good enough. These aren’t strangers. They’re
our family, our friends, and our neighbors.
Their struggles must be our concern.

That’s why we passed the Recovery Act that
cut taxes for 95 percent of working people and
for small businesses and that extended unem-
ployment benefits and health coverage for mil-
lions of Americans who lost their jobs in this
turmoil. That’s why we are reforming the health
care system so that middle class families have
affordable insurance that cannot be denied be-
cause of a preexisting condition or taken away
because you happen to get sick. We’ve worked
to stem the tide of foreclosures and stopped the
decline in home values. We’re making it easier
to save for retirement and more affordable to
send a son or daughter to college.

The investments we’ve made and tough steps
we’ve taken have helped break the back of the
recession, and now our economy is finally grow-
ing again. But as I said when I took office, job
recovery from this crisis will not come easily or
quickly. Though the job losses we were experi-
encing earlier this year have slowed dramatical-
ly, we’re still not creating enough new jobs each
month to make up for the ones we’re losing.
And no matter what the economists say, for
families and communities across this country,
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this recession will not end until we completely
turn that tide.

So we’ve made progress, but we can’t rest.
And my administration will not rest, until
we’ve revived this economy and rebuilt it
stronger than before, until we’re creating jobs
and opportunities for middle class families,
until we have moved beyond the cycles of
boom and bust, of reckless risk and specula-
tion, that led us to so much crisis and pain
these past few years.

Next week, I’ll be meeting with owners of
large and small businesses, labor leaders, and
non-for-profit leaders from across the country
to talk about the additional steps we can take
to help spur job creation. I’ll work with the
Congress to enact those proposals quickly.

And it’s my fervent hope and my heartfelt ex-
pectation that next Thanksgiving we will be
able to celebrate the fact that many of those
who have lost their jobs are back at work and
that as a nation we will have come through
these difficult storms stronger and wiser and
grateful to have reached a brighter day.

Thank you, God bless you, and from my
family to yours, happy Thanksgiving.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 1:30 p.m. on November 25 at the
White House for broadcast on November 28.
The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 25,
but was embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on
November 26.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting an Alternative Plan for Pay
Increases for Civilian Federal Employees
November 30, 2009

Dear Madam Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

I am transmitting an alternative plan for lo-
cality pay increases for civilian Federal em-
ployees covered by the General Schedule (GS)
and certain other pay systems in January 2010.

Under title 5, United States Code, civilian
Federal employees covered by the GS and
certain other pay systems would receive a two-
part pay increase in January 2010: (1) a 2.4
percent across-the-board adjustment in sched-
uled rates of basic pay derived from Employ-
ment Cost Index data on changes in the wages
and salaries of private industry workers, and
(2) locality pay adjustments averaging 16.5
percent based on Bureau of Labor Statistics
salary surveys of non-Federal employers in
each locality pay area. According to the statu-
tory formula, for Federal employees covered
by the locality pay system, the overall average
pay increase would be about 18.9 percent.
This total Federal employee pay increase
would cost about $22.6 billion in fiscal year
2010 alone.

Title 5, United States Code, authorizes me
to implement an alternative pay plan if I view
the adjustments that would otherwise take ef-

fect as inappropriate due to “national emer-
gency or serious economic conditions affecting
the general welfare.” As in August, when I
submitted an alternative plan under 5 U.S.C.
5303(b) to limit the across-the-board increase
in 2010 to 2.0 percent, I have determined that
it is appropriate to exercise my statutory alter-
native plan authority under 5 U.S.C. 5304a to
set alternative January 2010 locality pay rates.

A national emergency, within the meaning
of chapter 53 of title 5, has existed since Sep-
tember 11, 2001. Likewise, our country con-
tinues to face serious economic conditions af-
fecting the general welfare and most Ameri-
cans would not understand or accept that Fed-
eral employees should receive an average pay
increase of 18.9 percent while many of their
fellow citizens are facing employment cut-
backs or unemployment. Such an increase
would cost $19.9 billion more than the 2.0 per-
cent overall Federal civilian pay increase that I
proposed in my 2010 Budget and would build
in later years.

Accordingly, I have determined that under
the authority of section 5304a of title 5, United
States Code, the locality pay percentages
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